
 

Thank you for choosing a 
New Standardª  Keyboard 

 
Welcome to  

 

Typing Made Easy!ª  
 
 

NSK 535 R  and  NSK 535 S 
These keyboards are for use with USB computers running 
Windows¨  98 or later. No special driver is needed. If you like 
to explore and learn by trial and error, just plug 'n' play!  

 
Warning!  It is well known that poor posture and/or 
overuse of any keyboard, including this one, can cause 
serious problems such as repetitive stress injuries.  While 
this keyboard provides more or different options than some 
others in how it can be positioned and used, no claim is 
made that it offers any benefit in this respect other than 
providing an alternative choice.  It is up to the individual to 
determine whether it is a better choice for his or her particular 
situation, and if he or she chooses to use it, to use it with all 
due care.  The manufacturer assumes no liability for any 
consequences arising from its use.  
 
(¨  Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation) 

The New Standard Keyboard 
 
Although several good reasons for choosing the New 
Standard keyboard are plain to see, some of the most 
important benefits are hidden from view.  The alphabetical 
arrangement of the letters is obviously very user-friendly for 
beginners and occasional typists, but the more important 
hidden benefit is its efficiency for the high-speed touch typist 
- which is what most two-finger typists can become on this 
carefully optimized invention.   
 
More letter sequences use E and R than any other pair of 
letters.  In the 1930's, Dvorak and Dealey found that the 
fastest typing is when successive letters are typed by 
opposite hands on the home row, which is clearly how E and 
R should be arranged.  Taking that as an example, it is easy 
to see why the traditional "Qwerty" letter arrangement is 
notoriously inefficient.  The alphabet reading straight across 
the keyboard is no better, and no-one was interested in the 
apparently random scatter of letters that was Dvorak's recipe 
for robot efficiency. 
  
In a breakthrough letter arrangement, the New Standard 
keyboard combines the user-friendliness of the alphabet with 
efficiency comparable to Dvorak's.  It then installs those 
letters on an ergonomically sound key arrangement where 
the misalignments and impossible stretches and reaches 
have all been eliminated.  Dominant digits, instead of the little 
fingers, control the shift keys.  Tactile landmarks lead the 
fingers to keys where you expect to find them, encouraging 
touch-typing skill to develop spontaneously in the course of 
using the keyboard. 
 
 



Setting Up the Keyboard 
 
Choose a Comfortable Angle 
 
Most experts recommend a low mounting height for a 
keyboard, and computer workstations typically provide a 
keyboard drawer under the desk.  This generally results in 
bending the hands up at the wrists to access the keys with 
the fingers.  Many people are more comfortable if they keep 
their wrists straight when typing, and prefer to have the 
keyboard tilted to match the slope of their forearms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The New Standard keyboard is the only one equipped with 
foldaway feet at the back and the front, so you can tilt it 
forwards or backwards to suit your need or preference.  Only 
you know all the circumstances of your situation; set up the 
angle of the keyboard accordingly.  
 
 
Plugging In To Your Computer 
 
To remove the USB connector from its storage recess in the 
bottom of the keyboard, lift the metal end of the connector.  
To avoid damage, do not pull on the cable (cord).  Unwind 
the cable from the periphery of the keyboard, and plug the 
connector into a USB port on your Windows computer.  
Within a few seconds your computer will recognize the new 
hardware, and it is ready to use. 

 
Normal typing 
 
The home row is the short one, easily found by touch.  The 
first four keys from each end are the home keys for the 
fingers.  Tactile markers for the index fingers confirm home 
place.  Markers on the front edge of the keyboard lead the 
thumbs to their home places on the Space keys. 
 
There are 30 graphic character keys.  The default 
characters are 26 small letters in alphabetical order, and 4 
punctuation marks placed near the index fingers (comma and 
period in the home row, semi-colon and slash in the top row).  
The alphabet reads just like a book, line by line down the left 
"page", then the right. 
 
The "Cap" keys are shifts that select Capital letters and 4 
more punctuation marks (less than, greater than, colon and 
question mark).  For example, to type a Capital A, hold down 
either one of the Cap shift keys and press the "A" key.  To 
type all capital letters without holding down the shift key, 
double click on one of the Cap shift keys (i.e., press it twice 
in quick succession).  This locks-in that shift mode until the 
shift key is pressed once to release the lock. 
 
The "Sym" keys are shifts that select a set of 30 symbol 
characters.  This set includes all the symbols found on a 
traditional U.S. keyboard, and several more.  The additional 
symbols may not be available in some applications and/or 
fonts.  One corner of the shift key is marked with a small box.  
This shows where to find the corresponding symbol on each 
graphic character key.  The Sym shift keys are raised slightly 
so that thumb operation will not interfere with the Cap shifts. 
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The "Num" shifts select ordinary numerals on the home 
row, 1-0, left to right.  In the rows above and below home 
row, for use with MS Office and suitable fonts such as Arial 
Unicode MS, the Num shift also provides superscript and 
subscript numerals for typing equations like E = mc!, and 
formulae such as H$ªO. 
 
The shift keys are convenient for index fingers and thumbs 
instead of pinky fingers, giving you three choices.  You can 
shift with your index finger, or your thumb, using the other 
hand for the character.  Or, instead of using two hands, you 
can use a thumb and finger on one hand.  You can use the 
same method all the time, or a different method for each 
shift.  For example, you may prefer the index finger for 
Symbols, two-handed thumb method for Numerals, and one-
handed thumb method for Capitals.  Experiment to discover 
your preference, then develop a consistent habit. 
 
If you are uncertain whether a shift is locked or not, touch 
the key once and it is unlocked.  Press Num+Esc to unlock 
all shifts and restore default typing mode. 
 
The SpFn key performs two functions.  Use it like a shift key 
to select the Functions F1-F12 in any application, or to select 
special characters for use with MS Office, such as "SpFn+A" 
and "SpFn+O" to type the Spanish ordinals, " �Œ��" and " �• ".  
Note that the five left-hand characters in the home row, and 
those on the "C" and "N" keys, are combining accents, and 
nothing appears on the screen until the next character is 
typed.  For example, "SpFn+C" apparently does nothing, but 
then when the following small or capital "C" is typed, it 
appears with the cedilla accent. 
 
Solid triangles indicate the cursor movement seen when the 
invisible characters Space, Tab and Enter are typed. 

 
The traditional editing functions are conveniently provided 
on the central cursor arrow keys, by using them in 
combination with the Sym and Num shifts.  These 
combinations are listed on the bottom of the keyboard, easily 
referred to by simply lifting it up at the front. 
 
For numeric data entry, an embedded numeric keypad is 
provided for each hand.  The right-hand keypad is similar to a 
standard keypad, and its characters are marked in the top 
right-hand corner of the keys.  These include E for Enter on 
the Space Down or Enter key, and T for Tab on the right Sym 
shift.  The left-hand keypad is a mirror image, including E for 
Enter on the Extended Space or Tab key, and T for Tab on 
the left Sym shift.  To select KeyPad Mode, press Sym+Esc.  
To return to the default typing mode, press Num+Esc.  
 
For normal typing on the colored keyboards, the keytop 
labels for graphic characters, and the shifts that select them, 
are black.  The remaining labels are white.  The terms "Start 
Menu" and "Local Menu" identify the "Windows" keys. 
 
One of the greatest barriers to mastering touch-typing is 
breaking the habit of looking at the keyboard.  With the New 
Standard keyboard you can avoid forming this bad habit in 
the first place.  With corrected bio-mechanical alignment, 
columns of keys that follow your fingers' natural movements, 
all the long, awkward reaches eliminated, and the letters in 
alphabetical order, there is no need to look at the keyboard at 
all for most of your basic typing.  Since you already know the 
alphabet you can actually touch-type immediately; try to learn 
without looking until your confidence and speed build up 
through normal typing.  Please visit our web site to view or 
download the free instructional slide presentation. 
 



While the elegant NSK 535 S will match much of today's 
silver or black computer equipment, the NSK 535 R adds a 
splash of color where it is needed.  But the rainbow colors 
are not just decorative, they also identify the different kinds of 
functions of the keys.  Teachers may find some of the 
following ideas useful in the classroom. 
 
The Red-Orange-Yellow keys have the power to make 
changes.  Red keys issue commands, Orange make other 
keys issue commands, and Yellow keys change the 
characters typed by other keys.  Green-Blue-Indigo keys type 
the characters, and Violet keys just move the cursor. 
 
Red says "Stop and be sure, this may delete your work!" 
Orange says wait, this, too, can make big changes. 
Yellow is for caution as you choose which change you need. 
Green is safe to go ahead and type some letters. 
Blue types graphics too, but these are punctuation - Cool. 
Indigo types Invisible formatting characters - Cooler still! 
Violet is way out, it doesn't change your document at all. 
 
The only visible result of Indigo or Violet keys is movement of 
the cursor.  Arrows show the direction of that movement.  
The keys have solid arrow heads when a character is typed, 
or empty heads if they type nothing at all. 
 
Most people will learn where symbols are by association with 
the letter on the same key, and will have no difficulty 
remembering @ is on the A-key, $ is on the S, etc.  Other 
memory aids include alliteration (TicTacToe on T), visual 
similarities (&R, %X, even =z) and symmetry and levels of 
parentheses {[(=)]}. 
 

 

Limited Warranty 
 
Within one year of original purchase, while in 
possession of the original owner, if this keyboard 
fails in normal service due to defective materials 
or workmanship, it will be repaired or replaced at 
our discretion, free of charge. 
To make a claim under warranty, the keyboard 
must be returned postage paid to the manufacturer 
with a Return Authorization Code and a copy of 
the purchase receipt.  Returns without a Return 
Authorization Code will not be accepted. 
A Return Authorization Code can be obtained by 
emailing a full description of the problem to the 
"Contact Us" address on our website at 
www.newstandardkeyboards.com 
 
 

           
 


